
THE BAČKA
LIKE NO OTHER

SPLASH YOUR CASH
IN THE BANAT

WE ATTEST -
THE SREM IS THE BEST

NOVI SAD
(Now and Once Upon a Time)

VOJVODINA
The Northern Balkans, the North of Serbia, the South of Central Europe, the Pannonian 

Babylon, the Lowland… ‘Vosha’- as a term of endearment. The everyday life of this, seem-
ingly monotonous landscape can be a great adventure to the visitor from afar. The area of 
about 200 km in diameter is divided by two rivers into three parts: the Bačka, the Banat and 
the Srem – the three yellow stars on the flag of Vojvodina.

Due to the excellent soil and climatic conditions, this predominantly lowland area is the 
most developed economic area of the home country of Serbia: oil and gas deposits, the most 
dense road and rail networks and developed secondary industry, food processing, chemical, 
metal, textile industries and construction… In addition, good conditions for the develop-
ment of cultural industries.

An excellent geo-strategic position created the natural conditions for the development 
of two pan-European transportation corridors: Corridor 10 and Corridor 7 (the Danube Riv-
er). Vojvodina is also, which is not less important, a significant transit area for birds too. Many 
protected areas, nature reserves, are oases suitable for the development of eco or green 
tourism.

Our province, a region in more modern terms, a former bridge between the Orient and 
Europe, today bridges the Balkan countries and EU countries. The climate is European too, 
continental, moderate just like its people. Except when the east wind Košava blows. In plan-
etary terms, Vojvodina is ‘half way there’ because it is crossed by the 45th parallel north and 
equidistant from the equator and the North Pole.

Vojvodina boasts a population of two million, and a bit more; at least 30 different ethnic 
communities: the Serbs, the Hungarians, the Slovaks, the Croats, the Romanians, the Ruthe-
nians; with them the Muslims, the Montenegrins, the Ukrainians, the Bunjevci, the Šokci, the 
Germans, the Macedonians, the Albanians, the Slovenes, the Roma ... - a rich human variety. 
A hundred words and a multitude in one. In the words of a sage: Vojvodina is not a territory, 
Vojvodina is a mentality.

The area of Vojvodina has for centuries absorbed new influences and new assimilation 
as a result of major migration. Vosha has been conquered and settled by: the Sarmatians, 
the Scythians, the Lombards, the Khazars, the Illyrians, the Celts, the Italians, the Romans, 
the Huns, the Avars, the Byzantines, the Slavs, the Germans, the Czechs, the French, the 
Franks, the Greeks, the Turks, the Achaeans, the Spaniards, the Hungarians, the Bulgarians, 
the Goths, but not the Scottish, the Crusaders, the Autonomists, ‘Them’, ‘Us’. Over the last fifty 
thousand years, even the most movable of populations have found their peace in Vojvodina, 
and subsequently their grave. That is why the Pannonian Plain is a vast necropolis of bygone 
peoples and forgotten cultures.

Despite its turbulent history, changes of government, political systems and parent 
countries, Vojvodina manages to retain its distinctive characteristics of being multinational, 
multicultural and multiconfessional. Vojvodina is still ethnically and confessionally one of 
the most heterogeneous European regions. Therefore, the only unbroken multinational en-
vironment in the Balkans, rightfully bearing the epithet of Europe in miniature, or the EU in 
miniature, if we may say so.

A truly ecumenical character of the province is reflected in a variety of organized and 
officially recognized religious communities. The Orthodox, the Roman Catholics, the Evan-
gelicals, the Greek Catholics ... On equal footing with Islam, Judaism and other confessions.

The official languages in use in the provincial administrative authorities are: Serbian, 
Hungarian, Slovak, Romanian, Ruthenian and Croatian, which is another unique case for the 
whole of Europe. Ukrainian and Roma are learned through the cultivation of language and 
national culture, and the municipality of Bela Crkva uses the Czech language as well in addi-
tion to other official languages.

After the Austro-Hungarian Empire, probably the most important civilizer of the Pan-
nonian landscapes, “ordered” the economic-multinational experiment, only later named Vo-
jvodina, a granary was created out of wetlands. Today the farming fertile chernozem makes 
up over 80% of the territory of Vojvodina, where sunflowers, corn, wheat, oats, barley and rye 
thrive. Common economic interests made the neighbors of very different habits, customs, 
and beliefs, start off with a lot of mutual respect, unconsciously using the principles which 
would only centuries later be formed into a scientific system known as cultural diplomacy.

Instead of digging up enough soil for two Suez Canals, and separating some new con-
tinent, the Austro-Hungarian visionaries have created a network of channels which would 
later become the longest in Europe - the Great Canal of Bačka. As a monument to this project 
La Grande, two centuries old, stands the lock at Bezdan and Bečej, supposedly Eiffel brand, 
and calls worldly lovers of the finest industrial tourism. Later enlarged and renamed to The 
Danube - Tisa - (and again) Danube, this mighty hydro-system stands to this day.

With the aforementioned Tisza and Danube, the third great river the flow of which cuts 
Vojvodina is the Sava. Fattened by the Pannonian abundance the beautiful blue Danube is 
here the widest in its course, just for us. The popular waltz by Johann Strauss, best fits exactly 
here, it seems, naturally performed by the Vojvodina Philharmonic Orchestra. With Lajko Fe-
lix, the soloist on the violin, live, in one of the Danube inns – czardas; even better, every day 
in another one. And if some philharmonic notes should stray to some of the smaller neigh-
boring rivers such as the Begej, the Tamis, the Krivaja, the Jegricka, the Bosut, the old Strauss 
would certainly not feel offended up there in the skies.

Of the ten-ish Vojvodina lakes, the most famous are Palic and Ludosko near Subotica, 
Rusanda near Melenci, Bela Crkva Lakes and Borkovac Lake near Ruma. Therapeutic waters 
spring throughout the province and thermal and mineral spring spas have sprung around 
them such as the well-known Slankamen, Rusanda, Junaković, Kanjiža, Bezdan, Jodna Banja, 
Vrdnik ... Fortunately, we are (still) not in the nuclear program but we can boast about Jer-
menovac radioactive mud that heals.

On the other hand, Vojvodina rural tourism offer opens guest rooms of old farm house-
holds, with contemporary name of Ethno Houses, with the Alt Deutsch style preserved 
pieces of furniture, the smell of quince and feather bedding. Rural plains offer protected cul-
tural heritage, environmental values preserved, unthinkable without the popular ‘salaš’ farm 
houses. Braided for generations, the grandiose Vojvodinian ethnic basket, brimming with 
Hungarian culinary specialties, Romanian music, Slovak naïve painting, Serbian weaving, 
Bunjevac straw, Ruthenian embroidery, Roma songs ... Accidental tourists grab with open 
arms from its contents and carry to their distant homes jars of preserves, trophies from pig 
slaughter, costumes, model windmills or wells, souvenirs of corn stalk, ‘licider’ – heart shaped 
ginger bread cookies.

Millions of acres of regulated hunting grounds testify to the wealth of wildlife. The aim-
ing is at pheasants, partridges, wild ducks, rabbits, wild boars and large specimens of the 
Danube and the Posavina deer. In addition to the hunting abundance in our parts, there are 
plenty of fishing opportunities too. Life is not easy for a Vojvodina carp, perch, catfish and 
sturgeon.

If you do not count the Fruška Gora and Vrsac Hill, the summits of which offer a view to 
all four sides of Europe, the man is the highest mountain in the plain. Vines have been grown 
in this area for over three thousand years, brought by the Roman Emperor Probus, no doubt 
well acquainted with the Fruška Gora slopes. At the time of the Romans and, later, in the 
Middle Ages the wines from Fruška Gora were well known, just as those from the southern 
Banat and Subotica sand. At the court of Vienna there was an anticipation of the outcome of 
the grape harvest in Vrsac vineyards to determine the price of wine for the current year. Wine 
Bermet, composed of over 20 types of herbs and spices, was sent in boxes to the same court, 
ahead of political negotiations in order to appease the interlocutors. Ausbruh dessert wine, 
pressed from dried grapes, was on the wine list of the Titanic. Specially trained order of wine 
knights will escort you to the major oases of wine: Vrsac and Fruška Gora vineyards, Biserno 
Ostrvo in Novi Bečej, Wines from the sands...

From the late 18th until the 20th century, wealthy landowners, industrialists and the ar-
istocracy in Vojvodina sowed about thirty castles, summer houses and citadels mainly in the 
neoclassical style. A few have been renovated and adapted for visitors (Fantast, Čelarevo...) 
The castle located in Kulpin houses the Agriculture Museum. Franz Liszt, a child prodigy at 
the age of nine, performed at the opening of the castle Ečka, in 1820.

The few remaining windmills (Bačka Topola, Čurug, Ravno Selo, Melenci, Ada municipal-
ity, Kikinda area...) are still waiting to finally sit down with Don Quixote, not knowing that he 
does not come from these parts, which is, of course, his flaw.

Vojvodina people have preserved their religious and folk festivities that have eventu-
ally been turned into colorful festivals. From 1 January to 31 December each year over 1000 
events take place in the province. In recent times, the top turnout is recorded at the so-called 
pseudo-cultural celebrations dedicated to the economy and sport (bacon fests, sausage 
fests, strudel fests, sheep herder fests, tomato fests, grape picking fests, sports events ...).

Satisfied tourists on their way home are sent off by double bass, prim bass, tamburitza, 
bagpipes, but jazz and rock and roll as well. Even, imagine that, a strange blend of electric 
guitar and tambouritza music. Sacrilege. But people like it.

In October, 2011, a representative office of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina in 
Brussels was formally opened. The intention is to improve communication of the administra-
tion of Vojvodina and the European institutions and intensify work on the common Euro-
integration projects.

Novi Sad municipality, overshad-
owed by the Fruska Gora, is populated 
by nearly half a million inhabitants. The 
capital city of Vojvodina, Novi Sad is the 
second largest and most developed city 
in Serbia. A transit city ‘’par excellence”. 
A un(wind)iversity center.

A festival Mecca: EXIT festival - one 
of the biggest festivals in the world, In-
fant - International Festival of Alterna-
tive and New Theatre, Videomedeja - a 
festival that promotes video creativity 
of the fair sex, the Novi Sad Jazz Festi-
val, IFUS - International festival of street 
performers, are just some of the many 
city events usually reserved for warmer 
months.

Theatre City. The building of the Serbian National Theater, the oldest 
Serbian theater (1861) - the home to “Sterijino Pozorje”, theater festival.

Film City. Recently established, ambitious Cinema City - a major interna-
tional film festival.

Fair City. International Agricultural Fair, since 1931, the largest fair event 
in Serbia and one of the largest in Europe, in the field of agriculture.

City on the River. The Danube is her sea. Three bridges, so far. The river 
remembers less than three. Strand - the largest, best organized and, quite 
impartially, the most beautiful river beach in Europe.

Novi Sad’s Matica Srpska, founded in 1826 in Budapest, is the oldest and 
most important cultural and scientific institution of Serbs in Vojvodina. Two 
years older, Matica Srpska Gazette, a magazine with the longest continuity 
of publication in the world.

Then still anonymous Albert, the husband of locally much better known 
Mileva Maric, married Einstein, rode a bicycle down Novi Sad sidewalks.

Laze Telečkog Street, the most popular in the city, except for those who 
live in it. Looks totally non-Novi Sad-ian: narrow, curvy and quite noisy. Every 

night. Just like in the season at the seaside.
Although it geographically belongs to the Srem’s, Petrovaradin Fortress 

is somehow held closer to the Bačka’s Novi Sad (Petrovaradinians, no hard 
feelings). Three centuries old, built during one century, perfectly designed 
military facility that has never really seen action (although it served well for 
cannon carpet shelling of Novi Sad in 1849). The clock tower, with reverse 
size of clock hands, the unofficial symbol of souvenir of Novi Sad (Petrovara-
dinians, again, no hard feelings). Next to the tower is the City Museum, one 
of the most visited museums in the country. The tamburitza music legend, 
Janika Balaz, liked to perform on the spacious terrace of the fortress. Now a 
marble monument to him, on the other bank, looks at the Danube’s Gibral-
tar. The famous Đava, hosts the largest permanent art colony of our coun-
try comprised of dozens of art studios of various genres. Under the studios, 
miles of subterranean passages hide the legend of the sunken church, Turk-
ish treasure, underwater tunnel, and other exciting stories. On the back of 
this most artistic of all forts is where the biggest music festival of Southeast 
Europe - EXIT (mid-July every year since 2001.) is held. When Josip Broz Tito, 
long time ago in the last century, served a sentence in its dank dungeons 
he could not have known that there, in the same place, the greatest musi-
cal stars of show business today: Robert Plant, Billy Idol, Sting, Sex Pistols, 
Pet Shop Boys, Morissey, Iggy Pop ... would one day jump and sing along 
with hundreds of cheering young people in the audience. The lower town 
of Đava is the most beautiful baroque ambiance in the entire Serbia and a 
huge, yet untapped, potential for tourism.

Bačka is the most developed of the 
yellow stars on the flag of Vojvodina. It 
used to be called the Tzarina of Farm-
houses. Far from the villages, yet close 
to the roads, the farmhouses easily man-
aged to ship their products to Budapest 
and Vienna. Then these islands in the 
plain, under the onslaught of modern 
times, began to decline. Today, after, 
a long break, in the light promoting of 
new eco-tourist values, we are witness-
ing a renaissance of farmhouses. Now 
they are farm-restaurant-motels with 
electricity and running water, and na-
ture waiting to be discovered again.

Bačka is named after the village of 
Bač. Standing in Bač are the remains of 

a medieval fortress that was frequented by many, from Templars, the Arabs, 
to the famous missionaries Cyril and Methodius. There is also a Franciscan 
convent in the village, and the Orthodox monastery Bođani is nearby too.

Ruski Krstur, the center of Vojvodina Ruthenians, the provincial ethnicity 
with the highest percentage of university degree holders per capita, is where 
the only Ruthenian high school in the world is.

If you have been convinced that the end is upon us, go to Deronje, where 
the movie referencing the nearing end of the world from the director Sasa 
Petrovic was shot (It Rains in My village, 1969) and see for yourself at the 
Tamburitza Fest that the end is not in the cards at all.

Fertility Days in Odžaci, in June attract up to seven thousand people, 
the exact number of years of age of the redhead goddess celebrated by the 
event.

If you have already found yourself stopping by in Staparac and taking a 
look at the barns which made these former pirate helpers famous, then you 
have deserved a break at the beer capital of Vojvodina - Apatin. Take a sip of 
the gold colored beverage from its source and do it slowly at the newly built 

marina. Not more than a bottle though, as the next leg of the tour of Bačka 
awaits you.

You should know that the wetlands of the reserve of the Upper Danube 
have once seen the famous naturalist Brem slogging about, collecting mate-
rial for the ornithological collection of the Natural History Museum in Vienna.

The greenest city in the whole of Serbia, Sombor, treasures the biggest 
oil painting in the entire former Yugoslavia called The Battle of Senta. Som-
bor church organ is the second-largest in Europe. The birthplace of the old-
town gentleman Zvonko Bogdan and a genius of naïve painting Save Sto-
jkova, opens the door for the visitors of Milan Konjović gallery, a European 
painting person of prominence.

Subotica, narrowly losing the battle for supremacy over Vojvodina after 
the Second World War, has inherited one of the most beautiful down town 
areas in the region. There is also the largest synagogue, the myth of the Em-
peror Jovan Nenad and Dužijanca – the events that announces the end of the 
harvest work. A story has been going around that one of the biggest stars of 
early Hollywood - Bela Lugosi – started his career right here in Subotica. The 
town of Palic is not far away, with the most beautiful zoo in the entire country 
and the lake with a century and half old tradition in tourism, which is comple-
mented by the traditional international film festival.

If attending donkey races in the vineyards of Bačka, in the auditorium of 
course, has not fully satisfied you, try Zobnatica, known for its famous horse 
farm, the horses of which ruled the racetrack of the former Yugoslavia. The 
monument to the legendary horse Casanova is a trademark of september 
equestrian games.

Karađorđevo hunting ground is the largest on the continent. Once a fa-
vorite hunting property of comrade Tito, and before him, as the name sug-
gests, of the Karađorđević family and various other crowned and important 
figures.

Kanjiža, with excellent spa, has an extraordinary festival called Jazz Im-
provised Music. This is where the giant of the global movement theater, 
Jozsef Nagy, in his regional creative studio, works on new projects. We shall 
not forget the Kanjiza International Fishing Festival.

The cooks of the small town of Ada, the current Guinness record holder 
in making the shepherd stew - Čobanac was prepared on that historic day for 
as many as 12,000 hungry people who have waited patiently for the portion 
near the Tisza River, otherwise, the only river in the world, in addition to the 
Yellow River in China, which flourishes. In fact, during several days of the year, 
its surface is covered with millions of butterflies that surface starting from 
the sandy riverbed as the larvae. They shed the skin and mate, dying on the 
same day. The same day holds the joy of birth, beauty of life and the sadness 
of death, but the eternity of the recurrence of the short life,’’ in the words of a 
genuine Ada bohemian.

In Kovilj, near Novi Sad, the birthplace of the magical writer and travel 
writer Stevan Pešić, there is a monastery of Kovilj where the Byzantine tradi-
tion meets Baroque. You are reminded here of the event called the Requiem 
to Mulberry, which promotes mulberry brandy, a significant liquid brand of 
our region.

Going towards Banat, in the direction of Zrenjanin, you are escorted from 
Bačka by an attractive complex of the first golf course in our country, located 
near Žabalj.

Banat is the largest, of pastures and 
oil, even flatter than Bačka, therefore 
ideal for ‘plain-ing’ (hiking in the plain).

Zrenjanin, formerly -Petersburg, 
even earlier - Veli Bečkerek. In the 18th 
century it was settled by the Spaniards, 
and is mentioned in documents as New 
Barcelona. They say that later, around 
the turn of the 19th to 20th century, it 
was visited by Buffalo Bill with his cir-
cus and with the retired Chief Sitting 
Bull. (This cowboy-Indian tandem on 
the same tour visited Kikinda too). The 
event ‘Days of Beer’ is what remains to 
the Zrenjaninians from once a large 
brewery - and a lot of new optimism. A 
nearby special reserve, Carska Bara, has 

been added to the list of protected wetlands of international importance by 
UNESCO.

The small town of Mokrin, where the two giants of Vojvodina Renais-
sance, Mika Antić and Raša Popov, were born, is the birthplace of the unique 
World Championship in Easter Egg Breaking, and the beginning of April is 
reserved for the Gander Fight.

The sculpture symposium - Terra Kikinda, where large format terracotta 
is formed - is inscribed in the world map art colonies. Kikinda’s Suvača mill 
stands as one of the few remaining monuments of the development of mill-
ing in our region. Dani Ludaje – an event celebrating pumpkin growing is a 
testament to something quite different, and it takes place each October.

What tourists might not expect in Vršac, a town of the writer Sterija 
Popović and poet Vasko Popa, is to come across an extraordinary Egyptology 
museum collection. Vršac Tower, since the fourteenth century, keeps watch 
over her city. At the foot of the Vrsac Mountains, Mesić monastery welcomes 
its guests. Vršac vineyards, once the largest wine growing region of Hungary, 
and among the largest of Europe, continue to foster a cult of wine. And speak-

ing of wine from Banat, it is worth mentioning Čoka with the surroundings, 
which together with the island of Hvar in the Adriatic, is the sunniest area 
of the former Yugoslavia and, logically, the area suitable for growing grapes.

In the depths of Banat is the Deliblato Sands, the only desert in Europe, 
testifying to what Vojvodina once looked like, before black locust trees tamed 
the sand. The European Sahara is not a mirage, and the Sheikh of Banat has 
bees but no camels, because the desert environment is conducive to bees.

Banat is internationally known for its naive art, folk art creations by self-
taught authors. The centers of this art are the villages of Kovačica and Uzdin, 
with galleries preserving the heritage of the most famous painters of this in-
stinctive style.

Panic was the old name for Pančevo, where once, by force of circum-
stance, Maria Theresa slept, in the flesh and crown.

Running through Srpska Crnja of Đura Jakšić, straight to Bela Crkva Lakes, 
where Carnival of Flowers it is held each June, then, via Idvor of Mihajlo Pu-
pin, to Tomaševac, to the World Cup in Šore of Banat which lasts for three 
whole days. This native sport of Banat, similar to baseball, was reportedly 
brought by Pupin to Americans who taught them how to play it.

After the February Banat Fox Hunting, in Alibunar, take a rest in March, 
so that, in April, you can indulge in the festival of the same name in Banatski 
Despotovac.

The evidence that people from Banat foster a special relationship to pop-
ular culture stands in front of the school in Banatski Sokolac in the form of a 
monument to reggae God, Bob Marley, while the life size statue of the movie 
boxer Rocky has its eye on you in the center of Žitiste. After all, there is a story 
going around that Johnny Weissmuller, the most popular Tarzan, was born in 
the village of Međa, except Jonny was called Janos then.

You have not heard of the Srem? 
Srem on you! –The Srem is the highest, 
the heaviest in transit. If it is true that 
there is the Srem of Pork, and the Srem of 
Wine then the former, definitely, is a place 
of good eating and latter of good drink-
ing – a person from the Srem, when up-
set, knows how to fight.

He is not true person from the Srem of 
Wine unless he has tended the vineyard in 
childhood, if he has never been the vine-
yard guard called a ‘pudar’. This grape’’ se-
curity is immortalized in a folk song titled 
Prince Marko and Mara Pudaruša which is 
set around Banstol vineyards. Pudaruša 
was one of first roles of Mira Banjac dur-
ing her youth in the Srem.

In Slankamen, where the Tisa joins the Danube, in addition to salt water 
and the famous spa, there is, according to legend, a hidden tomb of the mighty 
conqueror Attila. As legend says, a group of Huns who secretly buried him, was 
eliminated when they were on their way back by another group of Huns, to 
ensure the secrecy of the eternal resting place of the Scourge of God. Not so 
much because of Attila as because the innumerable treasures buried with him.

Sremski Karlovci, as a center of Serbian culture and spirituality in the former 
Austro-Hungarian Empire, is now under the special protection of the Serbian 
state. It was there that, back in 1699, the Treaty of Karlowitz was signed between 
Austria and its allies on the one side and Turkey on the other. For the first time 
ever, diplomacy used the round table. After getting familiar with a really rich 
historical legacy of this miniature city, you can relax at the Bundt Cakes Festival 
in June and September’s wine fest - Grozdjenbal. After visiting the beekeeping 
museum, you can visit the most famous Doberman breed dog kennels in the 
world, close to Sremski Karlovci.

The monument to the Plague of Irig, on the side of the M 21, was built in the 
late 18th century, in honor of the victory over the evil Horsemen of the Apoca-

lypse, and it is the only monument of gratitude of the kind in Europe. All other 
plague memorials on the continent are monuments to prevention.

Šid of painters, offers to tourists legacies of two of her masters of canvas: the 
fragile Sava Šumanović and the unreal Ilija Bosilj.

Sremska Mitrovica was built on the ruins of Sirmium, one of the four main 
cities of the Roman Empire, and it is likely that somewhere in the vicinity is 
where the famous educator Methodius was buried.

The prehistoric archaeological site Gomolova near Hrtkovci assures us that 
the history of civilization in this region is over 50,000 years old.

Vrdnik has a spa and a tower. Vrdnik tower tells the legend of the tragic fate 
of the sister, brother and their father, the medieval duke Marko.

‘Lebac’ is certainly a true Vojvodina brand. In its honor, in Pećinci, the Mu-
seum of Bread has been open, unique in this region.

The wetland of Obedska Bara has been given the special status of a pro-
tected reserve as early as 1874, immediately after Yellowstone in the U.S. This 
Eldorado for birds is the largest bird habitat for migratory birds on their way to 
the South, in the region.

The strongest industry in the region of Srem is the timber industry. The Frus-
ka Gora National Park has the greatest concentration of linden wood in Europe. 
Out of 40-odd monasteries in the XVI and XVII century, some 16 still remain. 
These rich treasuries of icons, relics and other artifacts were also the last refuge 
to several medieval Serbian rulers. Of sporting events on this former Pannonian 
Sea Island, the most important is the Fruška Gora Marathon, which includes a 
turtle race, the only one in Europe.
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